FACT SHEET 

INTRODUCTIONS 

If you have been physically or emotionally abused by your partner or a member of your family we can offer immediate help and it may be that we can obtain a Court Order even in an emergency.

We will endeavour to see you on the same day that you contact us and can make home visits in certain circumstances.  If we see you in the morning it is possible that we will obtain emergency orders on the same day to provide you with the protection that you need.  You do not need to suffer in silence or on your own – let us help you.

WHAT IS DOMESTIC ABUSE?

The terms “Domestic Abuse” and “Domestic Violence” are used to describe any violence or aggressive behaviour inflicted by one adult on an associated person.  The law defines associated persons as people who are married to each other, or who are or have at one time been living with each other, or who are parents to the same child, or who have agreed to marry or who are relatives.

WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE?

Any victim of domestic violence should always inform the police immediately and take steps to obtain protection from any further violence or abuse.  It is often possible to apply for non-molestation and/or occupation orders.

Non-molestation Order 

A non-molestation order is an order that prevents a person from using or threatening violence and from harassing or pestering the person seeking the protection of the order.  When such an Order is in place it can be enforced with a term of imprisonment.

Occupation Order

An occupation order is an order that would require a person to leave a property and prevent them from returning to it.  An occupation order is enforceable with a term of imprisonment.

In certain situations it is possible to obtain the non-molestation and occupations orders immediately and without requiring the other person to be present.  In such cases the person against whom the Orders are made is only notified later.

We can provide advice, assistance and representation to obtain non-molestation and/or occupation orders.  People who cannot afford to pay legal fees may receive help in relation to costs from public funds depending on their circumstances.  We offer an initial free half hour consultation where the issue of costs is discussed.
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